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The Mayor Fort Myers Beach

AGAIN WE MUST WORK TOGETHER TO PROTECT OURSELVES AND THE
PEOPLE IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. AS YOU KNOW THE ISSUE IS THE KEEPING OF
DANGEROUS DOGS FENCED IN OUR COMMUNITY AFTER WE HAVE JUST
WITNESSED A MAULING OF A WOMAN BY THESE DOGS. AS OF THIS MOMENT
SHE IS TRYING TO RECOVER .

WE ARE WRITING TO YOU FOR HELP!

WE NEED TO HAVE THESE DOGS REMOVED FROM OUR COMMUNITY BEFORE
THERE IS ANOTHER ATTACK. WE DON’T CARE IF THE DOGS WERE PLAYING AND
WE’VE ALL SEEN THEM ESCAPE FROM THE FENCE TO RUN LOOSE ON THE
STREETS.

OUR FEARS HAVE COME TRUE.

WE NEED DIRECTION FROM YOU ON THE PROPER COURSE OF ACTION OR FROM
ANOTHER RESPONSIBLE AGENCY AS A FIRST STEP. PLEASE RESPOND IN
WRITING.

WE AWAIT YOUR RESPONSE BEFORE ITS TOO LATE.

REGARDS,

THE CITIZENS OF THE THIRD ST NEIGHBORHOOD.

926 THIRD ST

FORT MYERS BEACH FL

CC: ANIMAL SERVICES
FOX NEWS



CITIZENS OF TE ST PLEASE
READ THIS IMPORTANT
INFORMATION.

RECENTLY A 62 YEAR OLD WOMAN WAS MAULED BY TWO ROTTWEILER
DOGS LIVING IN OUR COMMUNITY. THE WOMAN IS STILL IN INTENSIVE CARE.

AS A COMMUNITY WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT OUR CITIZENS BEING HURT OtlZR
KILLED BY THESE DOGS.

WE WOULD LIKE TO TRY TO HAVE THESE DOGS RELOCATED TO AMORE
APPROPRIATE AREA.

PLEASE SIGN THIS PETITION TO HAVE THEM REMOVED BEFORE MORE DAMAGE
IS DONE.
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CITIZENS OF TH ST PLEASE
READ THIS IMPORTANT
INFORMATION.

RECENTLY A 62 YEAR OLD WOMAN WAS MAULED BY TWO ROTTWEILER
DOGS LIVING IN OUR COMMUNITY. THE WOMAN IS STILL IN INTENSIVE CARE.

AS A COMMUNITY WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT OUR CITIZENS BEING HURT OUR
KILLED BY THESE DOGS.

WE WOULD LIKE TO TRY TO HAVE THESE DOGS RELOCATED TO A MORE
APPROPRIATE AREA.

PLEASE SIGN THIS PETITION TO HAVE THEM REMOVED BEFORE MORE DAMAGE
IS DONE.
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Animal Services
says is hands tied
BY GABRIELLASOUZA
gSoUZA@NewsPrESS.E0m
Carolyn “v{aho:l& scaip is

gome. - .
AnSinch chimkof skinis

o Amihsinfr&amone ofthe 64-

year~old’ arms. Jagged
stitches run down her fore-
beaé.

Thé . woynds are the
a_ftermaﬂl of m a:*tack hme .

blond ponytaL ‘and fhe
other the inside of an elbow
They dragged her around a

concrete yard for 15 minutes

before Lee County sheriff’s.

.deputies Maced the dogs.
- The dogs remain in their

_:Fort Myers Beach vard,
. ‘bekind a 6-foot chain-link
-fence - dotted with "signs

warning Dassers—by of their
danger. Even though

'?‘viahc&ps famnily wants the

dogs put down, Lee County

Domestic Animal Services -

said there’s nothing it can
do. -
Thurs riay

¥ iddesfrom herback

" and veins from her Iegs on

her skoll-where no tissue
remains. Shehas beeninthe

‘; "'*é{(ahoﬂf
enaured 13 houss of surgery
oy “tors - attempted” 1o .

JOHN DAVID EMMETT/I/THE NEWS-PRESS
Carolyn Mahoh was attacked June 24 by two Rottweilers while she pxcked up a friend at this house in Fort Myers
Beach: One dég grabbed her by her ponytail and ripped off a large portion of her scalp. The other bit her arm. The
attack lasted for about 15 minuies, according to the Lee sheriff's office.

hospital for
- Hhares, weeks,

dor’t foresee
stay.

Animal
Services offi-

REAHOM

- " with Mahon
thce after the attack Dur-
ing those times, she told
thern she didn't want to give
a.statement and that she..
diditt want-the dogs killed, -

g 10, Animal Sey-
0; after a 16-day stay
in Ahirpal Services guaran-
tine, the dogs were returned
to their bwner, fulie Uran.,
Mation is the only person

anend toher

cers: spoke:

~ Animal Services can’ inter-
. view;, said spokeswoman Ria
‘and:-doctors. -

Brown, because no- one else
witnessed the mioment the

" togs first attacked ialion,

“Ifshe won't give testirno-

oy, it's like trying 16’ prose”

cute a crime witheut having
witniesses,” Brown said.
But Mahors sons_argue
their mother has. experi-
enced psychological -trau-
mia and is being treated with
painldllers that would infhu-

_ence what she told’investi-
-gators. They believe there

has 10 be another way for

the owner o be brought to -

justice..

See DOGS B2
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* arrested Terry Ragland, 26,
of Lehigh Acres in connec- .

Continued from B1

“I'm afraid theyte going
to do this again,” said son
David Mahon, 39. “But next
time it will be a little 2-year-
old boy or gitl.”

Cage before rage?

On june 24, Mahon went
to a home on Bonita Street
on Fort Myers Beach to pick
up friend Bernice Garber,
88, whorm Mahon was tal-
ing to an assisted living cen-
ter.

Mahon had lived with
Garber at the home until
about & week before, David
Mahon said. Urian, the
homeowner, once dated
Mahon's son Rick, and she'd
offered to let Garber and
Mahon stay at the house,
where shie kept her two, 100-
pound Rottweilers, named
Evaand Ella.

The dogs rushed Mahon

TELL MEL

Continued from B1

Ifit's a “civil matter,”
Townes said, “then go to
court and have the judge
tell me you have the right.”

‘The Cape Police Depart-

vt Smtralrament in this

and Louler Uty

deputies’ at the house of .

as she tried to put them into
two plastic cages to keep
them out of the way while
she brought Garber down,
according to a sheriff’s
report. Garber called 911
from inside the house and
15 minutes later, four

-deputies arrived along with

EMS personnel,
The dogs at first were

probably excited to see -

Mahon, said Bobbi Graves,
an animal behavioral spe-
cialist who owns ABC for
Canines, a dog training
business. But once she tried
to force them into a small
enclosure, adrenaline would
have kicked in and they
would have grabbed her
long ponytail to play with
her.

ground, the dogs' pack

mentality would have
encouraged them to contin-
ue the attack, Graves said.,
“She’s lucky to be alive,”
she said.
Mehon managed to grab

enforcement to keep the
peace when one person has
hired 4 contractor to be an
agent to trespass on a third’
party’s property;,” Bucldey .
said.

Séum readers can see
how minor disputes can
escalate. It’s best to-avoid
them, try to get along and

Once she was on the

AL, AN A |

in his :Ssm 805 @cﬁom Hmm ‘Memorial aomv:?.

mw_mo L. TO THE 2m<<m PRESS

Oma_<: Mahon oo:::cmm to heal i _3 the Intensive Care
Unit of Lee Memorial Hospital after she was mauled by
two Rottweilers, Although the lall says the animals have
to be destroyed, duthorities :m<m not been able to do so.

a piece of chain-link fence to
protect herself, The deputies
sprayed Mace at the dogs
several times before they
backed off, then put the

dogs into plastic cages, the .

report said. Mahon was sent
by ambulance to.:Lee

Zmaoza Hospital.

Urlan was not at the
house at the time, but she
told Animal Services officers
she had not authorized

Mahon to be in the yard.

That's another reason
Brown said Animal Services

S L

has not continued the inves-

tigation.
The -dogs had been in
Animal Services custody

.once before this year, when

they dug out of their yard.
Brown said they have never
been investigated for an
attack before.

Utidn did not respond to
phone calls mm&abm com-
ment, -

More surgery

Mahon is- preparing for
another surgery today. ~ °,
Rick Mahen said a quar-

tei of the'veins doctors

placed on hismothei’s head
last weel did not woik, so
they will opétate to find the
cause mﬂm womwmzs% Iepair
them.

Mahon has been hooked
up to draining tubes as her

body tries to create a scab

on her scalp. Her condition
prevented herfrom sharing
her story.

David Mahon said the

3mmz:@

WHAT LAW SAYS

ON DOG ATTACKS

Florida Statute 767: If a
dog causes severs jijury to
or death of any human, the
dog shall be immediately
confiscated by an animal
conirol m&:o:g placed in
quarantine, if necessary, for
the proper length of time or

“held for 10 business days

and destroyedin an éxpedi
tious and humane manner.
This 10-day time period she
allow the owner to request

news %q@mm com
.Photos: See a gallery of t
aomm _:<o_<ma _: the attack.

MSE\ is that his motheris ¢
animal lover and used
play with Ella and Eva wht
_she lived at the Bonita mqm
home.

Now, “She’s &E&
come home because
those momm.:
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